Guidelines for Writing and Reviewing the Significance and Innovation Sections

(based on NIH proposal and review guidelines)

For inclusion in the Proposal:

1. Significance

Explain the importance of the problem or critical barrier to progress in the field that the
proposed project addresses.

Explain how the proposed project will improve scientific knowledge, technical capability,
and/or clinical practice in one or more broad fields.

Describe how the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative
interventions that drive this field will be changed if the proposed aims are achieved.

2. Innovation

Explain how the application challenges and seeks to shift current research or clinical
practice paradigms.

Describe any novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation or
interventions to be developed or used, and any advantage over existing methodologies,
instrumentation, or interventions.

Explain any refinements, improvements, or new applications of theoretical concepts,
approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions.



For Evaluation by Reviewers:
1. Significance

Does the project address an important problem or a critical barrier to progress in the field? If

the aims of the project are achieved, how will scientific knowledge, technical capability, and/or
clinical practice be improved? How will successful completion of the aims change the concepts,
methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative interventions that drive this field?

1. Significance

Strengths

Weaknesses

2. Innovation

Does the application challenge and seek to shift current research or clinical practice paradigms
by utilizing novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or
interventions? Are the concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or
interventions novel to one field of research or novel in a broad sense? Is a refinement,
improvement, or new application of theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies,
instrumentation, or interventions proposed?

2. Innovation

Strengths

Weaknesses




